The Old Bega Hospital
Regional Community Cultural Centre
Celebrating our community and those who call the OBH home
Activating our studios, workshops and meeting places
Working together we meet, do, build, craft and make things happen

A Message from the Chair of the OBH Land Managers
Dear Friends
Happy New Year. After the heat of 2019/20 what a joy to have a cool Christmas - the first I ever remember
and the first where a hot meal seemed appropriate!
The board members took a short break over Christmas and returned in early January with the creative
information from architects (design and technicalities) / and decisions from the board members process.
Some good things came from the break in that we faced a dilemma about reconciling keeping the heritage,
simple and elegant front profile with the need for an obvious and accessible entry. We are pleased with our
resolution. In addition we have looked at the fine details of efficient placement of community kitchen items large and small - from fridge to power points. We have been fine (generally) with the drawings and design
but then came the crucial (and somewhat disheartening) bit where we faced the costing of our choices; not so
easy! The issue that every group has to confront.
We went back to the basics - what we were seeking to achieve - and reiterated our principles. Then, over
several long meetings we have simplified the design content in keeping with our heritage priority principles
and budget. We are aware that the architects may be unhappy - and what we have decided runs somewhat
counter to some of the well meant advice - but we decided to proceed with our heart and trust in our own
judgement and sentiment for a well-loved local building, our heritage passion and respect for Burra Charter
principles and what we think the Bega Valley community and friends expect: while satisfying all the rules
and regulations of council, state and federal government utilities. That’s quite a challenge! The end result
should be the ‘bare bones” functioning centre we have planned and worked for. This is Stage One. Our next
challenge is building it and then finding the funding for Stage Two. Once people see the building reemerging after 17 years of inertia, we hope there might be local supporters who will allow us to incorporate
some of the heritage “luxuries” which being pragmatic (and getting all the basic necessities right) has not
allowed for in Stage One.
Board members are all very happy to discuss any OBH issues of interest.
Pat Jones
Chairperson

AUTUMN RAFFLE
HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS IN

GIFT CARDS TO BE WON
https://www.rafflelink.com.au/obhautumn2021
Buy your tickets on line

GET YOUR TICKETS
NOW

$5.00 0ne Ticket
$10.00 for Three
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ASK A QUESTION
With so much happening with the rebuild and a lot of new faces we get asked a lot of question.
Got a question ? Let us know, we will answer it or ask someone who can. Email: newsletter@obh.org.au
Public Works Advisory (PWA)have been appointed by the Land Managers to work with us.
We asked David Mason from PWA
What is PWA ?
Public Works Advisory is a government agency within the Department for Regional NSW. We have 16
offices around the state and we deliver infrastructure and asset management, emergency engineering,
environment, water and various other engineering services for the NSW government as well as for quite a
few local Councils. We try to get the best people involved to bridge the gap between private sector and
government
What will be PWA’s Role in the reconstruction ?
PWA is managing the design, tendering and construction for the OBHRLM. That means calling tenders for
and managing a Principal Design Consultant to develop the concept into a buildable project. Then, once the
design is approved and certified, managing the construction procurement to get a builder in to build it. We
got involved in the project after initially being asked by Crown Lands to develop and roughly cost some
options for the building. That job fell to the Heritage Asset Advisory unit in PWA because of the
significance of the site and it being in a Crown Reserve. It’s kind of a ‘construction project’, but with unique
heritage challenges, and we’re working with OBHRLM to get the Hospital back in use while retaining its
distinctiveness and meaning”

Progress with renovation of the Main Building
Architects Design 5 and their consultants have been working flat out on detailed designs for getting a roof on
the main building as well as floors, plumbing, doors and windows among other things. Which has meant a lot
of decision making for the Reserve Land Manager board. We got the '60%' plans just before Christmas (copy
on the OBH website), and the '60%' costings based on those plans at the end of January. The upshot was that
the estimated cost of doing the work as then documented was well over our budget.
While the architects have been able shave a bit off the costs, the real hope lies in a new grant application to
the Bushfire Local Economic Recovery (BLER) grants program. We've made an application to BLER for
~$1.2m additional funding. That will cover the cost of upgrading the Council road, sealing of car parks (both
development consent conditions), resealing the internal driveway when work is finished (it is in poor
condition), about $200,000 in additional costs for heritage doors and windows, a basic heating and air
conditioning system for parts of the building, an upgrade to the electricity supply, upgrade to fire services,
additional consultancy costs and general inflation since we first applied for funding from the Regional
Cultural Fund in September 2018. Even with the additional funds it will still be very much a 'bare bones'
community cultural centre, but at least we will be able to use it. An announcement on BLER grants is not
expected before July.
Work now is proceeding towards the '95%' design, which will include a lot more detail and more reliable
costings. Should be ready around the end of March or early April. We then have to get a construction
certificate from Council and approval from the Government that we have met their funding 'milestone'
requirements before we can start building.

2020-21 Crown Reserves Improvement Fund Success
Great news we were successful in our applications to 2020-21 Crown Reserves Improvement Fund for the
Replacement of the roof sheeting, insulation and drainage to the heritage-listed former Operating Theatre and repair of
the roof and installation of insulation at the former Old Bega Hospital laundry building.
It has been a while coming, and it shows that persistence pays. A big thanks to Richard Bomford, our chief grant
writer, for his tenacity in continuing to write these grants. It is a big thanks to the Bega Valley Potters, who occupy
the Old Laundry and Bega Valley Textiles, who occupy the Old Operating Theatre, for their patience and
understanding in waiting for these repairs to happen.
We would also like congratulate another volunteer group, the Pambula Wetlands and Heritage Reserve, who received
funding in the same round to upgrade the track surface, protection of sensitive environmental assets and improve
cycling and walking access at the Old Pambula Racecourse. Another gem of an asset in the Shire managed by
volunteers.
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Report from Friends of the Old Bega Hospital Events Committee.
The Events Committee is busy lining up activities to engage the regional community with our Old Bega
Hospital Community Cultural Centre. Covid considerations are still relevant, but with vaccinations on the
go, there is a definite engaging buzz around and we are excited we can make plans for our the Online
Autumn Raffle, the Winter Trivia Night and the Spring Raise the Roof Fair.
The Autumn Online Raffle will allow everyone to show support for OBH while at the same time be in the
running to win some great DIY Gift Vouchers from Mitre 10. First prize- $500.00; Second Prize - $250.00;
Third prize - $150.00 and Fourth and Fifth prize - $50.00. We sincerely thank the Mitre 10 group for
partnering with OBH for this raffle. Check out the Rafflelink site https://www.rafflelink.com.au/
obhautumn2021 and please SPREAD THE WORD.
The date for our 5th Trivia Night is Saturday August 7, and it is being held at the Bega Golf Club, 6.30 pm
for 7.00pm start. The questions, again, will be drawn from Rhonda Jones' huge collection and will cover a
wide range of topics. The effervescing Tinkerbelle will also be ensuring all Trivia Teams play fairly and
accept the final result with good grace. The silent cake auction will be a feature of the evening. So start
organising your table mates (8 to a table) and more details will be provided closer to the night.
Our Raise the Roof, 'a Gathering on the Common', Spring Fair, will be held on the last Sunday in
October, the 31st. However its normal format may have to be adapted to fit in with the demands of a busy
building site- steel fencing, working trucks, temporary site buildings, materials dumps and all the gear which
is a necessary part of a major heritage site rebuild! Will we be complaining? Not on your Nelly! But no
matter what is happening at the site there will be a chance for the community to come to the precinct and
experience whatever the Events committee can cobble together. Minimally, food and refreshments, a
Chocolate Wheel Raffle, a Cake Stall, a Vegemite Cooking (sweet and savoury sections) Competition,
music, kids activities, the Kalaru Dancing Dogs and a chance for the community to catch the heart of our
Community Cultural Centre in the process of being restored to its former glory. Check out the OBH
facebook
Val Little for the Friends of the OBH
The Old Bega Hospital is a Heritage Landmark of the South Coast

With two months into the year and the restrictions
of Covid still in place, the Weavers have managed
to continue working and learning. One internal
workshop has already been experienced, for some
happily and perhaps best not mention the
frustrations of others. This was a day dedicated to
learning mosaic crocheting. Many sighs, ohhs and
ahhs later, some rugs, a few scarves and one or two
pillow covers began to appear. All showing the
versatility of the talents within the group. Added to
this some members have brightened the atmosphere
of the Bega Show with a day of yarn bombing,
decorating the trees surrounding the livestock
arena. This effort was greatly appreciated by the
show organisers and attendees alike. One of our
members is busy creating felted animals to donate
to children affected by the fires of last summer.
Entire families of cuddly wombats have emerged
from shapeless piles of alpaca fleece. Others are
busy working towards our August exhibition in the
Lazy Lizard Gallery in Cobargo. Each meeting is a
revelation, as woven articles of clothing and
household napery appear, alongside rugs and
throws both knitted, crocheted and woven, felted
animals, small knitted baskets and fine braiding,
even shoelaces. The skills and interests of the
Weavers are ever expanding and as always we
welcome anyone interested to come along. Who
knows just what other disciplines may emerge from
this ever evolving group?

2021 is looking cheery at the Bega Valley Potters.
Our calendar is quickly filling with classes,
workshops, exhibitions and parties. Our storeroom
has been restocked with a new delivery of clay
from down the mountain and we are welcoming
new members all the time.
Catherine Drinan’s six-week Wheel-Throwing class
is off to a great start with lots of positive feedback
already coming in from students. As well as regular
classes, Wednesday nights at the Studio have
become a fabulous evening for members to work
on projects and get together.
We’re looking forward to a Wild Clay workshop
with Yuri Wiedenhofer, on April 24th & 25th,
where people will have the opportunity to learn to
identify, dig and process wild clay unique to the
South Coast environment.
Conscious of the large geographical area the
BVPotters provides for, we’ve decided to shift
some of our administrative practices online. This
will ensure every member has easy access to
bookings, schedules, calendars and info. Wish us
luck with the transition!!
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Australian Red Cross Bega Branch
The Bega Branch of the Australian Red Cross serve
the Bega Community, by offering a very reasonable
light lunch at the Red Cross Tea Rooms, Church St
Bega, every Tuesday. The Tea Rooms are open
from 11.00 am till 2.00pm. Plates of mixed
sandwiches and homemade slices, with tea or
coffee are only $10.00. Also on offer are toasted
sandwiches.All is made freshly on site. Come and
enjoy lunch in a quiet but friendly atmosphere, or
maybe you would like to assist by joining one of the
teams who serve the customers.
The Red Cross also provides lunch to the farmers
and Stock Agents at the Bega Saleyards Kiosk
every Tuesday from 9.00am to 12.30pm and at the
Store Sales every fourth Thursday of the Month.
This menu also provides varieties of freshly made
sandwiches, toasted sandwiches and egg and
bacon rolls, plus a wide variety of freshly made
homemade cakes and slices.
The Red Cross is always looking to welcome
volunteers to assist us in both venues.
If you would like more information, please do not
hesitate to contact our President, Val Eaton on
0264959922 or 0427637145 or drop into one of the
venues and have a chat. We look forward to
meeting you soon.

Bega Access Radio (93.7 Edge FM)
Voices from the community At 93.7 EDGE FM, as
summer comes to a close, we are excited to begin to
return to a new sense of normal with a line up of both
old and new programs. We have increased the
number of live shows to 19 local with four new
presenters in training, making 23 when they all go
live.
We have plans for renovations to the studios with
new equipment, a lick of paint and new carpet. A
fresh start to the year with 93.7 EDGE FM the voices
from the community. We are a volunteer
organisation, and we want to reflect all the diversity
of our community. Have you got an idea for a show?
Is there something you would like to hear at a
particular time of day? Is there a friend you want to
work with and produce a show? A topic you want to
discuss, gender equality, a particular music genre?
You can choose any topic that is close to your heart;
it does not necessarily have to be music.
We feel we need more female presenters and
producers. Do you want to have a go?
Talk to us, and we will train you to do your own
show. You could start small and offer your voice to
promote an existing show or voice a station
identification. In the ever-changing landscape of
social media and broadcasting, become a part of it
with community radio. Start by putting your hand up.
At the AGM, the new committee was elected, find
out who they are by going to our website.Web site
www.edgefm.org.au or email station@edgefm.au

WANT TO HELP CREATE HISTORY

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW
IN OUR AUTUMN RAFFLE

HUNDREDS OF DOLLARS
IN GIFT CARDS TO BE WON

Over the next few months, the Friends Events Committee will be
developing several projects to celebrate the OBH and its History.
In two years, the restoration of the main building will be complete,
rejuvenating the precinct. We are looking for other volunteers with
time, skills, and energy to help plan and implement these projects

Tickets

as part of the rebuild. An example of this is a paving project tied

$5.00 for 1 and $10.00 for 3

into landscaping plans. Interesed? Email events@obh.org.au

The best way to contact the OBH is by Email
For matters concerning the Friends of the OBH: friends@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the content of the website: webmanager@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the Reserve Land Manager: reservelandmanager@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the Newsletter: newsletter@obh.org.au
Thanks to Andrew Constance, our local member, and his Bega Electoral Office Staff for their ongoing support
We thank the Bega Campus of the
University of Wollongong for their
ongoing support for the OBH

The deadline for Winter edition of the Newsletter is
Friday 21 May 2021
Articles of 250 words are welcome. We are open to
other ideas and suggestions. Any questions or for
further information Email: newsletter@obh.org.au
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