The Old Bega Hospital
Regional Community Cultural Centre
Celebrating our community and those who call the OBH home
Activating our studios, workshops and meeting places
Working together we meet, do, build, craft and make things happen

Dear Friends
Lovely spring weather along with some very welcome small showers. Land Manager Board members have been busy
over the last few months reading large documents and trying to gauge (as somewhat naive outsiders) whether the
applications of heritage architect firms are actually as effective as their write-up (and project photos) implies. Are they
better at writing than in action - or vice versa? We have done our best to look into the documents and make our
determination. All claimed to be creative and vigilant about budget issues. We meet with the chosen group next week
and await their first on site impressions.
In July to my surprise and astonishment, an anonymous member of the public ( who remains unknown) nominated me
as a candidate for the Regional Award of Crown Lands volunteer of the Year. All they had to do was send an email
nomination but then the Board had to fill in the details. Currently, I am a semifinalist. I’ve been a volunteer trust
member and, more recently, board member since December 2003: and done the usual maintenance stuff that
members of many Crown Lands sites do where you are appointed by the NSW Minister to take “care, control and
management” of a local site. The very high cost of commercial insurance for these sites prior to the advent of the
opportunity to participate in the Treasury Managed Fund cover meant that almost everything else was managed by
volunteers donating their time, travel expenses, stationery, computer and printing equipment, cleaning items and toilet
paper and sundries (cake making materials). As someone living rather closer to the Old Bega Hospital than others I
took on such roles as booking officer including showing potential users around, collecting mail, toilet paper checker
and cleaner, sweeper, vacuumer. I think these tasks will resonate with many others in the community.
Following the fire in May 2004 when the main building was badly damaged, it became clear that fundraising was
looming - and goes on. Having held an event to raise money to help all the user group and individuals who lost much in
the fire, it was suggested that OBH was a great place to conduct fundraising. Various people offered to hold stalls
there. Jan Bolsius and I wrote the Development Application to conduct monthly markets there. We also had to start
writing funding applications to add stairs and a deck to the Crown Lands donation (soon after the fire) of a caravan
park unit Prior to that we could only access it via a long ladder.The slope is higher than you think.
The DA was approved, the monthly markets began and a small fundraising committee began a mammoth task. Again,
there are others out there who know how much time, thinking and effort goes into trying to conduct smooth running
events. I found myself in charge of the cake stall. Not sure how that happened but it led to at least one week of
busyness and cake making per month and regular phone and meeting discussions. Not quite what I had expected in
my retirement but it led to firm friendships and getting to know many Bega Valley people.I still meet many people in
town who participated and visited the markets and shared interesting stories of their memories of OBH. And their
support and encouragement has kept us going when the going got tough and discouraging.
At first, I was horrified to find that I had been singled out for an award when I have always felt that both the appointed
trustees and the fund-raising committee members were equally eligible. Over those years - since 2003- we have
worked and worried together and appreciated each others talents and efforts. So, although I was the person
nominated as an individual I know that there are many equally deserving people out there all over NSW quietly getting
on with what needs to be done.
I definitely prefer doing the behind-the-scenes stuff.
Pat Jones
Chair - Old Bega Hospital Land Manager Board
Pat was nominated anonymously for this award and the Friends were thrilled she reached the semi finals. We just heard Pat did
not make it to the finals. The nomination reflects the respect with which Pat is held by all those who know her and the individual
commitment and work for the OBH as a volunteer since the fire in 2004. It is a pat on the back for Pat for all the work she does
behind the scenes. We would simply say THANKS PAT. (We donʼt know who made the nomination, we respect that you did so) ED
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Reconstruction Update

Preparations are progressing quietly for Raising the Roof. The process of appointing architects to do the
detailed design work is quite involved. First a list of potential architects was selected from the registers of
qualified heritage architects held by the NSW government and others. Eight architects were invited to
complete an expression of interest - basically saying what they could do, but without nominating their fees and
charges. Those expressions of interest were evaluated by a committee from Public Works Advisory (the
project manager) and the Reserve Land Manager, and four were invited to submit tenders. The tenders come
in two envelopes, one with the price information and the other with everything else. The same committee
evaluated the non-price information to rank the tenders, then looked at the price information. That evaluation
process is all scored in a spreadsheet which ranks everything using a pre-determined formula. The
committee's recommendation then goes through an approvals process, to make certain that everything is as it
seems and there will be enough money to pay everyone. The recommended tenderer was Design5 Architects
of Sydney. We in the process of finalising their appointment.
Council approved the development application for Stage 1. Stage 1 is a bare bones reconstruction with
absolutely minimal fit out, just enough to allow the community to occupy the entire building legally and safely.
We have been negotiating with Council about a development consent condition that requires the OBH to
upgrade Council's access road and have now referred the matter to Andrew Constance, Member for Bega.
Council has also advised that they will extend the town sewer to the OBH, which is a simpler solution for us
than expanding the existing on-site sewerage disposal.
We have not yet heard the result of our applications for Crown Lands funds to repair the roofs of the Laundry
(Potters) and Operating Theatre (Weavers) buildings. Should hear that in November.

A Report from the Friends of the Old Bega Hospital

Sadly we have had to cancel or postpone all the community events planned by the Friends for the second half of the
year because of Covid uncertainty. A lot of work is needed to get events to happen, and it is not sensible to do that
when there is no certainty that we will be allowed to put them on. Casualties have been the Trivia Night, the Vegemite
cooking competition, the 2020 Spring Fair, and some mooted community tree planting and landscaping days.
We still need to raise money for the fit out of the building. The Fund raising committee have rethought the Raffle and
moving with the times have created online the Great Gourmet Basket Gift Voucher Raffle rather than selling tickets
on the streets of Bega and surrounds.
The Friends will get back to the business of raising funds and community awareness just as soon as we can. Let us
know if you want to be involved.
The Friends annual general meeting will be held at 2pm on Tuesday 13 October at the Old Bega Hospital. A notice of
meeting will be circulated separately.
All welcome though only financial members can vote. If you aren't financial, contact us: just $10 per year will set you
straight.
Richard Bombford
Chair - Friends of the Old bega Hospital

Our Raffle has moved on line. A totally new approach to how we “normally do things” and you can help by spreading
the word amongst your colleagues, friends and family; buying a ticket or two only $5.00 each. Copy and share this

link https://www.rafflelink.com.au/obhspring2020
Call me old fashioned but I will really miss sitting in the street selling tickets and talking to people
about the OBH. It’s a social thing
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Back to the Future and Adapting to Change
With the devastating Bushfires in the new year and the
consequences of COVID 19 - everything shutting down,
postponed, cancelled and the imposition of social distancing,
the question is what is the new normal?
2020 has been described as the year we should just cancel,
however, as we rush towards 2021 the trepidation in the
community for the next Fire Season is palpable, at the same
time we take delight in nature with the magic regeneration of
the vegetation, while on the Coast, we can experience the
incredible spectacle of the annual migration of the whales on
the “Whale Highway.”
The role of OBH Regional Community Cultural Centre has
become even more apparent and appreciated in these times
of disasters, drought, bushfires and pandemics. We have
unexpectedly given time to reflect on everything we do on a
daily basis and what we take for granted. In talking to our
resident groups they describe the OBH as
a place for creative refuge
this lock-down period has caused some to realize the value
of hand crafts and the pleasures to be had from their
practice.

The OBH Friends Fund Raising Committee
The OBH Friends Fund Raising Committee is a volunteer
subcommittee of the Friends of the OBH. We are looking for
people with a can-do attitude to join us. If you have an interest in
any aspect of events creation, management and organising and
enjoy playing with ideas and working with teams,
we would love to hear from you.
Put your hand up for the fund raising committee.
It is an exciting time at the OBH with the heart of our
Community Cultural Centre being restored and due to be
completed mid 2022.
If you believe that our community, working collectively, can
suggest and implement projects, which result in beneficial social
outcomes for our community and if you believe in a Community
Cultural Centre, run by the community and open to all in the
community and if you would like to be part of the team to help
make this happen ? The Friends of the Old Bega Hospital Fund
Raising Committee would love to hear from you.
Funds are required to equip and refurbish the OBH Community
Cultural Centre when it is reopened.
If you have any questions about the fund raising committee
Email: froglittle@bigpond.com or attend the Friends AGM on
Tuesday 13 October at 2 pm the OBH
Val Little

Recognising what we have, reprogramming for the future and
celebrating some from the recent past
Celebrating our community and those who call the
OBH home, activating our studios, workshops
and meeting places.
Working together we meet, do, build, craft

DON’T FORGET TO BUY A TICKET OR
TWO IN OUR IN OUR ONLINE

Great Gourmet Basket Gift
Voucher Raffle
SPREAD THE WORD

and make things happen
THAT IS OUR PURPOSE

https://www.rafflelink.com.au/obhspring2020

We are excited to announce that Design 5 - Architects have
been appointed to take the project to the next phase.
The founding director of Design 5, Alan Croker, said the team
were delighted to be involved and are looking forward to the
challenge. This is a really important project for the Bega
valley creative community. The 2004 fire was a great tragedy,
but Design 5 hopes a reinvigorated home for the community
will rise from the ruins. The aim for this project is to combine
the best contemporary design with the highest standards of
conservation so that the place will honestly tell its rich stories
and history to all who visit and work there.
Environmental responsibility and long term sustainability will
be important parameters in designing solutions for both
retained and new fabric as well as services but the emphasis
will be on working out what is important and keeping as much
of the fabric as possible. Our objective is that the Old Bega
Hospital should once again be a place of creativity, gathering
and telling stories with the community. An exciting project!
Check out Design 5 projects at https://design5.com.au

Alan Croker, Lian Wong, Antoine Portier, Robert Gasparini
The Team From Design 5
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During the past 6 months
The Valley Potters has continued to
remain operational and has adapted to
make our community studio a COVID
SAFE environment and
a place for creative refuge.

Sadly “Clay Soirée 2020” , our main community event for
the year, was postponed in June. But we look forward to
hosting this event again in 2021 when our community can
hopefully gather safely for a real celebration.
However , this led to an opportunity to be part of “Art
Month Sapphire Coast” hosted by The Bega Regional
Gallery , to lead an online “Clay Market” selling locally
made ceramics on the Instagram platform. And very
successful it was too! With many members selling out .
Despite pottery classes and workshops being suspended for
the time being, membership has continued to grow along
with the community’s enthusiasm for handmade ceramics

93.7 FM has been
performing well over the last
few weeks, we have also
received 6 new presenters into the EDGE FM family their
shows are: Monday: Michael – For No Obvious Reason
10:00 am to 2:00 pm Wednesday: Marg Sirl – Green
Thumbs 12:00 pm to 1:00pm Wednesday: Brad – The
Cutting Edge 2:00 pm to 4:00 pm Thursday: Rae –
Subbacultcha 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm Thursday: Matt –
Shifting Sands 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm Sunday: Indi – Local
Update 11:00 am to 12:00 noon Sunday: Brad - The Cutting
Edge 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Please go to our web site http://
edgefm.org.au/broadcast-calendar/ to check out all our local
and community radio network shows.
93

We have also successfully added four new sponsors to our list of
supporters. We also would like to thank our members and patron
members for re-joining as well as those members who have made
donations well above the membership fees. And our EDGE FM
SPONSORS: Bega Auto Pro, Bendy Kate’s Tathra, Bermagui
Equipment Hire, Bega Blinds & Awnings, Bega Garden Nursery,
Bega Independent Batteries, Bega Glass & Glazing, Blue Water
Friday August 28 saw a number of the Fibre Group in Cobargo,
hanging our current exhibition in the Lazy Lizard Gallery. There Windscreens, Clarke’s Business Advisors, Club Bega, Coastal
were fears that we may not have had enough to fill the room, but Country Sheds, Eden Mazda, Just Cats of Merimbula, Lee’s
Excavator Hire, Ron Doyle Motors, Sapphire Waste Services,
it seems that we underestimated our productivity, as we were
struggling to find space for everything. The variety of things for Tathra Tyres & Auto Service, Flexi Bus Bega, Betta Home Living
display and sale is astonishing. It is not until everything is
Bega, Bega Valley Realty, Waters Edge Finance Solutions.
collected in the one spot that the different skills practiced
within the group, are realized. The opening, a quiet one due to
Caresouth is a not for profit agency
the Covid restrictions and limitations, was held on Saturday but
operating
in the child protection realm. We
already, within the first hour, many things had been sold. We
have offices throughout NSW with our South Coast office
continue to meet, outdoors whenever possible on the grass at
OBH, and are attracting more members. Perhaps this lock-down being located at Batemans Bay. The main program that
period has caused some to realize the value of hand crafts and operates from Batemans Bay, including Bega is
the pleasures to be had from their practice. An online Make-a- Permanency Support(PSP) – finding permanent homes for
Long Group, under the guidance of Mog, was formed while
children and young people in statutory care. From
normal meetings were Covid banned. Some amazing work was
Batemans Bay we service the south coast down to the
achieved during this time. Meetings are back to normal, with
Victorian border. WE have a caseworker and two support
Covid safe practices in place. New members are always
welcome and often bring different skills and ideas to the group. workers who work mostly in the Bega region and whom
The camaraderie and skill sharing is wonderful not to mention
use the Old Bega Hospital cottage for family time meetings.
the cooking talents of all.
Family time for family members and significant others is a
Any inquiries email Chris:
rogers@netspeed.com.au

priority for children and young people in care to maintain
important relationships.

The best way to contact the OBH is by Email
For matters Concerning the Friends of the OBH: friends@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the content of the website: webmanager@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the Reserve Land Manager: reservelandmanager@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the Newsletter: newsletter@obh.org.au

The Friends of the Old Bega Hospital Inc. was established to encourage and support restoration,
conservation, development and maintenance of the Old Bega Hospital as a heritage, cultural and
community precinct.
The Friends assist the Old Bega Hospital Reserve Land Managers who manage the Old Hospital
buildings and site for its owners, the NSW government.
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND BECOME A FRIEND

Thanks to Andrew Constance, our local member, and his Bega Electoral Office Staff for their ongoing support
We thank the Bega Campus of the
University of Wollongong for their
ongoing support for the OBH

The deadline for SUMMER Edition of the Newsletter is

Monday 23rd November 2020
Articles of 250 words are welcome. We are open to
other ideas and suggestions. Any questions or for
further information Email: newsletter@obh.org.au
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