The Old Bega Hospital
Regional Community Cultural Centre
Celebrating our community and those who call the OBH home
Activating our studios, workshops and meeting places
Working together we meet, do, build, craft and make things happen

A message from all of us at the OBH Regional Community Cultural Centre
The restoration of the OBH is scheduled to be completed early 2022, eighteen years after the
fire ravished the heart of the centre. The main building burnt down in 2004 leaving a void - we lost
an important meeting and gathering place in the Bega Valley. Since the fire, the remaining studios
and workshops kept the pulse of the Community Cultural Centre going - in 2020 it will be
resurrected.
A great deal has changed in the world and the Bega Valley since 2004. The makeup and diversity
of our population, extraordinary changes in technology, the way we do business, the way we
interact socially and deliver education, training and the way we make things. The only certainty it
seems is the need to deal with change; these are exciting times, although it is unsettling for those
who are set in their ways, afraid to change and adapt. Why should they? The attitude is
understandable in those who do not want to step outside their comfort zone. The every day
familiar. The traumatic and destructive fires of summer forced everyone to re-evaluate. The “happyclappy return to normal” promoted by some less affected by the fires presented another reality after
the forced evacuations, destruction and devastation; this was in itself disrupted with the COVID 19
pandemic and the subsequent shut down of the usual ways of being and social isolation. Change
will happen, and we will creatively adapt. That is what it means to be human.
The experience over these months has confronted us all - the bushfires, the drought and the
pandemic. It has highlighted the importance of community, coming together, meeting and
supporting each other. The two responses could not be more different. One as a legislated state
intervention to an existing pending threat and the other as a spontaneous response to a natural
disaster. We are all still responding.
The reincarnated OBH will be a place where we celebrate our past, nurture our community, dream
and work to make our future.

The OBH Land Managers have appointed NSW
Public Works Advisory as the Project Managers
for the Restoration of the Old Bega Hospital.
Meet David Mason, Nicole Bailey and Geoff Pender,
the team from NSW Public Works Advisory (PWA).
David Mason will be the PWA Project Manager with
Richard Bomford and Jay Ellard from the OBH
Reserve Land Managers forming the core team
overseeing the project and reporting to the OBH Land
Managers Board.

David Mason, Nicole Bailey and Geoff Pender
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Dear everyone
Winter has come early this year. The days have been lovely although we need more rain! It’s been a tough
time for everybody and let’s hope the restrictions are lifted soon and we can start to enjoy a normal routine.
The Board has not been idle during this period but responding to issues raised while the Development
Application continues to be processed within Council. We hope to know soon what further requirements we
may have to meet. Of course, Council has had a very busy time this year between weather and Covid 19
issues. So when we will know whether the DA is approved is unknown. I had hoped that we would be able
to announce the approval in this newsletter. The Board has proceeded with other important phases of
administration meanwhile (to meet the conditions of the Deed of Funding we signed) and some of these will
feature in a new section of this newsletter.
Like many businesses, the Board has suffered reduced income as community groups cancel bookings until
the Lockdown restrictions are lifted. Some groups have stopped meeting activity completely until meeting
rules return to normal and some have instituted strict guidelines in the interim. We’ve missed the site
tidying input from our Community Service Order workers and thank the Bega Men’s Shed for helping out.
The grounds look good and, if you haven’t been there for some time, take the opportunity to visit once out
of home activity rules relax.Old Bega Hospital is a heritage asset to the Bega Valley. Four hospitals in NSW
were built to this design but this is the only one still standing. Interesting that Bega has retained all its
hospitals (several in upgraded forms now). A rare happening.
Best wishes to everyone as we adjust to schools returning and normal life. And to all those on the path to
recovery after the bushfires.
Pat Jones
Chairperson

GREAT NEWS
On Thursday 21 May 2020 the Bega Valley
Shire Council consented to our
development application for the alterations
and additions to Old Bega Hospital for use
as the

Regional Community Cultural Centre
The consent marks a milestone in the
resurrection of the main building as the
heart of the OBH precinct
How far will we get for $3.4 million?
A question to be resolved in the detailed
design is the architectural challenge with a
dialogue between the heritage remnants
contained in the ruin and the new build?

The Reconstruction Update
Work to raise the roof is well in hand. It will be going through a
technical phase for the next few months, where it may seem that
everything has gone quiet. Money has arrived from Crown Lands
and it is in the bank. The funding deed for the Regional
Communities Development Fund was executed on 11 March. A
revised development application was lodged with Council on 24
February: it leaves out stage 2, for which we don't have funding
and which was causing Council some problems. We have
signed an agreement with Public Works Advisory (PWA),
appointing them as project managers. Once we have a Council
decision on the development application, PWA will find an
architect to do detailed design: where the power points go, how
wide the floor boards are and a myriad of other things that need
to be decided. After all that is finalised, we will be able to seek
tenders from builders. If all goes to plan, then building work will
start fairly early in 2021 and be finished by mid 2022.
Other Work Continues
In the meantime, we are also seeking grant funding to repair the
roofs of the Operating Theatre (the Weavers) and the Laundry
(the Potters). Both roofs are getting old, rusty and leaky. They
will get the heritage treatment: short sheets of genuine
corrugated iron (not zincalume or colorbond) and new gutters
and downpipes, to match the recently replaced roof on the
Nurses Quarters (EdgeFM).
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A Report from the Friends of the Old Bega Hospital
The corona virus restrictions have taken their toll on
Friends activities. Planning meetings have gone online
and dates changed. We are working on the assumptions
that the social distancing rules for gathering will have
changed by September. We are now planning the annual
Friends of the Old Bega Hospital Trivia Night on Saturday
19 September 2020 at the Bega Country Club, Tarraganda.
We hope it will be the full affair with tables of eight and
lots of curly questions.
The Raise the Roof Spring Fair is still scheduled for Sunday
25 October. That is primarily an outdoor event, and we
hope the virus restrictions will allow it to go ahead. We
are thinking of ways of building on the previous activities
of the Raise the Roof Spring Fair especially when the
restoration is underway and the roof will truly raised - we
will Raise the Roof in celebration. Keep an eye out on our
facebook page and web page for updates
and changes.
Richard Bombford
Chair - Friends of the Old Bega Hospital
A Gathering on the Common
That which holds all aspect of the OBH Raise the Roof Spring Fair together is bringing the community together,
making connections and sharing stories.
It is time to Raise the Roof with the OBH post pandemic community celebration 2020
Why call it a Gathering on the Common?
The land on which the OBH is built was part the original Bega Common and the precinct remains one of the only
remnants of the common still available to the public. At the Fair, a large marquee provides a community meeting place for
the Gathering on the Common surrounded by food outlets, cake stalls, kids’ activities, entertainment, music and the everpopular Dog Jumping Competition, as well as our famous Chocolate Wheel, raffle and, in 2020, the second VEGEMITE®
Cooking Competition.
Why is Heritage & Community Connection important?
From the 1890s to the present day the OBH has gone through various iterations especially since it ceased to be a
hospital in 1956. The community nostalgia resonates today with the memories of the people who worked, used,
advocated, enjoyed and despaired on this site throughout the decades. Prior to the fire in 2004 we had up to 40 groups
actively using the OBH as the Regional Community Cultural Centre, creating opportunities to share, tell stories and
create memories
Why an emphasis on Artisan with Open Studios, Stalls & Displays.
Many of our resident groups include the Bega Valley Potters, the Bega Valley Weavers, Edge FM Community Radio
Station and the Bega Men's Shed could be said to have a commitment to Artisan Skills. In keeping with this ethos we
want to encourage like minded stalls both individuals and groups: artisan, innovative and designed to give a
contemporary twist to the non-mass produced, being creative with the resources in hand, inventing and improvising.
There is a rural tradition of innovation
If you would like to participate in the 2020 OBH Raise the Roof Spring Fair. Like to have a stall, display, talk or
volunteer in any way? It would be great to hear from you. Email: events@obh.org.au
With the onset of cooler winter days, the need
to physically isolate, despite some restrictions
being lifted, and the approaching school
holidays now is a great time to perfect your
recipe for the VEGEMITE® Cooking
Competition ready for the 2020 Raise the Roof
Spring Fair in October. The resurgence of home
baking during isolation has been surprising kids love doing it. As a teacher commented:
Home-schooling does allow parents to use
cooking to introduce weighing and measuring,
understanding written instructions, using kitchen
equipment safely, importance of good hygiene,
microscopic germs, why cakes rise. This is
done within the context of hands on baking. The
Bega CWA , Bega Cheese Ltd. and OBH will be
delighted if a tasty VEGEMITE® Scone recipe
can be created to match the CWA's plain scone
recipe. Nelleke Gorton, Bega CWA President,
will be our judge. Alison Westblade is again
donating $100.00 towards our prize pool. What
a champion !
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It
was
with
great
sadness that we heard of
the passing away of Don Norris in February 2020.
Don always had an interest in radio. In 1975-76 he worked at
the old 2BE as an announcer; at night he was also involved in
running live entertainment. In 1992 Don became involved
with community radio in Bega, now known as 93.7 Edge FM.
He eventually became station manager and president. Don
was a champion of community radio who put the interests of
listeners, sponsors and presenters to the forefront. He spent
hours working behind the scenes doing grant applications,
sponsorship coordinating, licence renewals, training new
presenters and fixing electronic nightmares.
On Edge FM, Dons amazing knowledge of music from the
1950s onwards was legendary. Don's Sports Free Zone
program on Saturday afternoons had a loyal following - the
show will continue as a tribute to him and will be hosted by
various Edge presenters.
All of us at the Old Bega Hospital offer Robyn our deepest
sympathies. Don will be missed in so many ways.

Social isolation has been
no dampener to many of
the Fibre Group. The members have been sending reports
and photos of their efforts throughout this lonely period.
Many have taken the opportunity to try different skills ‘on
the quiet’ and have produced some wonderful and
wondrous results. Scarves have been produced, tea towels
made and sent around the world in a towel exchange, quilts
are in production and toy coats completed. Aside from this
there have been a few experimental efforts that have
resulted in some amusing and or embarrassing creations.
Some of us are somewhat grateful for the isolation as we
can select just what to report and what to forget.
Nevertheless, we are all looking forward to our next face to
face meeting at OBH.
The Friends of the OBH Trivia Night
Set this Date in your diary Saturday 19 September at the Tarraganda Golf Club.
Tables of 8, $10.00/head, tea and coffee provided, supply your own nibbles, silent cake auction, lucky door prize, spot
table prizes, great winning and runner up table prizes supplied by the artisan makers of the OBH - Weavers, Potters,
Beekeepers & Men’s Shed. And you will be able to purchase your ticket in the OBH Grand Travel Raffle and drinks from
the Bar. New sets of questions, new table games and Rhonda our quiz wiz suggested all players keep an eye on Covid 19
information and all things pandemic, as such an experience is a once in a lifetime occurrence, and worthy of a few
questions. If the trivia night goes ahead the format of the evening will be dependant on whatever social distancing rules
might be in place. Hey, if we get the chance let us celebrate our TRIVIA.
The best way to contact the OBH is by Email
For matters Concerning the Friends of the OBH: friends@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the content of the website: webmanager@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the Reserve Land Manager: reservelandmanager@obh.org.au
For matters concerning the Newsletter: newsletter@obh.org.au

The Friends of the Old Bega Hospital Inc. was established to encourage and
support restoration, conservation, development and maintenance of the Old
Bega Hospital as a heritage, cultural and community precinct.
The Friends assist the Old Bega Hospital Reserve Land Managers who manage
the Old Hospital buildings and site for its owners, the NSW government.
SHOW YOUR SUPPORT AND BECOME A FRIEND

Thanks to Andrew Constance, our local member, and his Bega Electoral Office Staff for their ongoing support
We thank the Bega Campus of the
University of Wollongong for their
ongoing support for the OBH

The deadline for SPRING Edition of the Newsletter is

Monday 21st September 2020
Articles of 250 words are welcome. We are open to
other ideas and suggestions. Any questions or for
further information Email: newsletter@obh.org.au
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